Artificial Insemination (AI) Procedures
Permit Requirements:

Require an import permit from the department of agriculture. For most countries the requirements are similar:

· General Health Certificate

· Brucellosis Test with negative result (must be tested serologically)

I include all the details the website for the department of agriculture where all the relevant documents and contact details can be obtained.
http://www.nda.agric.za/vetweb/
Currently the fees are R100 per import permit, per dog shipment.

You will need to indicate the number of straws that you will bring in – I suggest that you indicate about 10 or 20 straws (you will probably bring in less) but this will cover you sufficiently. Always indicate more that you require.

Transport of semen:

The semen is transported in a special container. There are “wet” shippers containing liquid nitrogen and “dry” shippers that are “charged” with liquid nitrogen. For international travel the dry shippers are best, as the liquid nitrogen is absorbed into the side body cavity of the shipper and then ensures that if the shipper falls over etc. that no liquid nitrogen seeps out and potentially causing damage to you precious shipment.

Please watch out for the shipping cost, as many people are very surprised by the cost of shipping using courier companies. Also be aware that you will typically pay for a double trip – if you hire a shipper locally, it will need to be sent to the foreign country, and then be shipped back to SA, likewise if you utilise the foreign country’s shipper you need to return it. Locally Dr Rachel Shuttleworth (Cape Town) has two shippers which she hires to breeders. Note that it is normal to pay a deposit for hiring the shipper, which is refunded only when safely returned. Additionally, you will normally be charged for hiring the container, either for the full journey, or based on number of days. Additionally you will also be charged an import duty on your shipment (this is based on the value of your shipment (converted at the exchange rate and add 10% to this value. The import duty is 14% of this value). Be very careful in obtaining the cost for hiring, deposit, shipping company and import duties in making your decision. Hint: if you do a joint venture with a few other breeders, you could substantially decrease and share this cost if you bring semen from the same dog for multiple breedings.
When the semen arrives:

This MUST be sent to your airport (Cape Town) in my case. You will have endless problems if this is sent via another port of entry. The quarantine officer will need to clear the semen, by checking the health certificate, brucellosis test result and the collection certificate. He will require the import permit in original format, so if you’re in CT and it arrives in JHB you will have problems sending originals via courier etc. And remember the semen can’t stay for weeks in the shipper as the liquid nitrogen doesn’t last forever.

(With the import permit you have two options, either fax it to the breeder and or vet from the foreign country or mail it to them and they send the original with the shipment. I prefer to have the original with me). Note the quarantine officer only accepts the original permit.
Breeder details and contracts:

Make sure the breeder is someone that communicates often and very willing to assist you. You will need to email and communicate throughout the process. Before you commence, make sure that the person you are dealing with is the current owner of the dog. Obtain a copy of registration certificate, which should have the person as the registered owner. Watch out for dogs that have just been sold to new countries, the export pedigree is not the one you want, you want the pedigree issued in the new country.
You have to agree on the terms and have a signed copy of the contract between the two of you. Note you have various options:

· You purchase semen and are able to use the remaining semen at your discretion, i.e. if the female does not fall pregnant you can use the remaining semen. If she does you can use the remaining semen on her or another female of your choice. This option normally costs more. 

· The other alternative is to agree on the semen costs “per stud fee”. This implies that you are given the semen for one or two matings, and specific to one of your females. Normally the breeder guarantees that you will have at least 2 puppies (considered a litter). If the female does not fall pregnant, you are allowed free semen again. But remember you will incur the shipping costs and costs of the insemination procedure at the next season. In the unlikely event that excess semen is still left, you are not allowed to re-use this. 

There are advantages and disadvantages to these options and you need to consider what will best suit your needs. I include a copy of my contract to give you an idea. Please also ensure that the breeder gives you a signed copy of the KUSA litter registration document, which you will require on registration.
Payment details:

Make sure that you receive a copy of the invoice from your breeder. You will require the invoice before you can make the payment. Normally payment is wired across and you need to go to your bank to obtain the forms to send forex across. They normally require a copy of the invoice and the import permit from dept of agriculture. The invoice must be marked as “Payment terms are:  Payment in advance of shipment.”

Note that they will only release the semen once payment has been made so be sure you are dealing with a trustworthy person.
NB: Make sure that all items are cleared – like registration papers, HD certificates, export pedigrees and dog owned by the person you are dealing with. Also, do not make payment BEFORE you have the semen test results and that it is evaluated by your own inseminating vet for quality see Vet and semen below.
Vet and semen:

You will have to work closely with the vet from this side (I recommend Dr Rachel Shuttleworth). Before you make payment, ensure that you receive a copy of the semen collection and the results of the semen quality. You vet will need to inspect this to ensure that the quality is usable, and good enough for the freezing and thawing process. Also, she needs to advise on the quantity of semen that will be sent. Each dog’s semen has a different quality and concentration, and one cannot go on quantity or the number of straws, so only when she is satisfied proceed.
Normally, the foreign vet does the Brucellosis test and health certificate. The semen is prepared and stored  in liquid nitrogen and sent to you. Often the shipper preparation will be an additional cost for your account. If you are using Dr Shuttleworth, you can use her shipper and send from CT to foreign country and back to CT. Usually you pay a fee for security of using the shipper. You will pay for a return trip.
They need to provide you with a collection certificate, which must have the identification of the dog included (tattoo, chip or DNA profile number) the registered name, and must be signed by BOTH the collecting vet and the breeder, you will require this for your vet, quarantine officer and KUSA.
Storage:

You will need to store the semen at a storage agent until it is ready and fit for usage. The storage cost is fairly small and you will need to contact Taurus to do this for you. Please get them involved way ahead of time notifying them of you semen. They will need to accept the semen for storage.

http://www.taurus.co.za/ 
The procedure:

There are various options in doing the AI. I opted for the surgical implant, but speak to Dr Shuttleworth about these options. When the female comes into season, you will need to take her for daily blood tests from about the 4/5th day onwards to ensure the correct timing. She will perform various tests of inspection and the blood analysis to verify the exact day of the insemination. One just has to trust her judgement here, and it may seem that you will be missing. She also performs a post insemination test to double check how accurate her timing has been.

At about 21 days she performs the scan to see if you have pups.

When registering the litter, she will need to give you a letter verifying that semen, which the vial/straw number (per the collection certificate) was used on your female, which all her details.

KUSA requirements:

· They require a copy of the collection certificate as indicated above.
· Contract

· Owner authorising the release of the semen you you

· A copy of the registration certificate – 3 generation pedigree (should have owner’s name on, else a certificate of ownership

· Inseminating vet’s letter verifying the use of the semen on your female.

· Note, that on all the documentation (they will need to ensure that the identifying marks (tattoo, chip, DNA) correspond).

· HD Certificate

· This can also be a mission and can stop your whole transaction, obtain the HD certificate.

· Get KUSA to be happy with the date/age of the dog and the translation of the other country to our system.
· Litter registration document – strictly not a KUSA requirement, but I prefer to do this, get it signed by the stud owner and then all should be fine.

If you require more details on any of this contact me:

Barron Africa 083 285 7069 barron.africa@investecmail.com 
