Report on ADRK Klubsieger Zuchtschau and IFR Show - Rottweil Aug. 2007
The ultimate pilgrimage for a Rottweiler Enthusiast

I would like to share some of my experiences at the recent ADRK Klubsieger Zuchtschau (18-19 Aug 2007) and IFR Show (25-26 Aug 07)- Rottweil (18/19 Aug. 2007) – Germany with fellow rottweiler fanciers and friends.

Allow me to start at the beginning, and thank my beautiful wife, Dewlene, for making this a reality and suggesting that we select Europe as the destination for our honeymoon – doing this trip and then followed by a tour of Europe – what an awesome gift!

The 2007 show was the Centenary show for the ADRK and what better place to host it than the town of Rottweil, in conjunction with the IFR show. This is really a trip I could have recommended for every Rottweiler lover and a pilgrimage I suggest to every keen ambassador of the breed.
The Rottweiler was the main attraction for two full weekends and all the days in between, the full town on Rottweil, as well as a few neighbouring places. What made this trip so worthwhile was a number of reasons:

· ADRK centenary show with largest entry ever

· IFR show at same venue a weekend later

· Rottweil as the location, together with free organised tours of the town and history

· Mid-week demonstrations which included various breed assessment, aptitude, working, rescue demonstrations from various countries.

Dewlene and I also met a few very good fellow SA friends at the show: Neil Perkins & Alex Varela, Shani & Gert Smit, Hamidah Ajam, Mike & Liliane Danatt and also from Cape Town Ulrich Esterhuizen and Ruth and Karl some new friends that we train with and ex German’s which made conversing very useful. I also had the pleasure of meeting many overseas friends, judges etc., particularly our old friend Sonia Du Toit from Australia that left us a few years ago, and then also Lasse Jensen and his family (the owner of Arzadon Tayson from whom we imported semen from Denmark), and Pam Scheda (the owner of Benno v.h. Falconsnest from whom we imported semen from USA). This was also an opportunity to meet the many judges, breeders and owners that I have been in contact with via email for many years.
On arrival, the Thursday afternoon, we happened to drive into Rottweil right into the field where the show would take place. At this point, many breeders and exhibitors had already arrived. As we passed the field, I saw a trailer, with the name of the kennel “Vom Hause Edelstein” – a kennel that I have been emailing and the feeling of finally arriving at the ADRK show and meeting and seeing some of the top rottweiler kennels in the world was just so overwhelming to explain in words. I headed for the parking lot and pulled up right next to the trailer of Arzadon – I was so excited that I jumped out and wanted to run and find these people, that Dewlene had to calm me down and advise that we first find our accommodation, and at least know where the show will be held, as we has another two days before the commencement of the show.
The Thursday evening, we had dinner and settled into the hotel, with Rottweiler brochures all over detailing the activities for the week ahead. The Friday morning at breakfast, we met Lasse and his family (Tayson’s owner) as we arranged to stay at the same hotel.

We explored Germany the Friday, and then as with all kids …. It was one sleep away from the greatest Rottweiler event for the year……..
ADRK Klubsieger Show 2007

We arrived in very, very good time as the excitement like Xmas morning expelled me from my bed. On arrival at the show, I was amazed at how well planned and organised the whole event had been. We passed an array of stalls and shops selling everything from promotional Rottweiler clothes, to IPO equipment, to videos, catalogues and the ADRK show with all the equipment for judges etc. The food stalls didn’t phase me as I was in Rottweiler paradise.

I remained focus, get catalogues as quickly as possible before they sell out, and get to see as many dogs as possible. Later the week, I had made peace with our poor exchange rate and yielded to the temptation of purchasing my judges equipment, IPO equipment and some clothing – which contributed to our overweight bill on return to SA.
Then the show began. The Saturday, it was only youngsters and juniors. The show had about 323 exhibits on the Saturday, with about 294 on the Sunday. When the Saturday show began, one of my worse nightmares came true. Yes, I was warned about this, but 6 rings all judging at the same time it was just impossible to see everything. Armed with the camera and the video camera, we set out to capture most of what we could. This was a very difficult day because many of the dogs are young and unknown (only the older ones are better known), and often had to run to see dogs at the rings based on their Sire or Dam.
The Saturday ended with a celebration in the hall with typical German style dancing, loads of beer and pork and the opportunity to meet and mingle with people. One of the highlights of this event was an intro video for the Rottweiler through the ages, reflecting the breed shows, their work for police and army services, rescue work, sport and IPO work, and great pictures of puppies, development and funny shots. One video that stands out was that of a Rottweiler that drives from a rock into a swimming pool and swims at least 2m underwater to the floor of the pool to retrieve an article.

I went home the Saturday evening determined to be better prepared for the Sunday. Accordingly I marked all the dogs I wanted to see on the catalogue beforehand so that we could cover as much as possible in between the two of us.

This really helped, as Dewlene was armed with the camera and a list of dogs to photograph at one ring, while I was running between other rings to video other dogs on the list. We had a much better day and managed to achieve so much more on the Sunday, however we returned home tried and was aching feet. At the same time, the crowds was so much larger on this day, especially around the working and champion rings, which made it so much more difficult. I utilised my short stature on many occasions to crawl below the standing crowd in order to capture a few shots.
Finally about the dogs and judging

This was really a mixed bag of feelings. There a few dogs from which I expected so much more, but were rather disappointing and some which was surprisingly better than photos and websites portrayed. I went to the ADRK show with very high expectations, but soon had to realise that not every dog was going to be exceptional. Also, to the many breeders out there, just because it is ADRK or imported does not necessarily mean that it is better than our SA dogs. Of a total of well over 600 dogs entered at the show, only about 10% of the dogs were REALLY, REALLY exceptional. Yes, and better than the very best dogs we have here in SA. At the same time many dogs (about 20-30%) were way above average and probably where our very best SA dogs would fit in. The rest of the dogs about 60% were a mixture of average to just OK dogs, with the very odd poor quality dog here and there. Overall, I think we have a few very good females in SA, but our males are still lies behind the average male. As far as the thinking many German dogs do not have good bone and substance, this aws proven wrong on the very 1st day, where I thought on average or bone was similar, but there were some very exceptional German dogs with super bone and strength.
However, I must also admit, that it was only when I returned and judged an open show in SA again, that I realised how far behind the average SA dog is relative to what I have seen in Rottweil. Again, I state just because it is an ADRK or imported dog does not make superior to ours, as the vast majority of imported dogs on average or worse than the best SA dogs, mainly because it is so incredibly difficult to obtain the best German stock dogs. The tip German dogs never leave Germany. Just to illustrate my point more, I was invited by a German to view one of his females, bred from the best ADRK lines (both sire and dam had Klubsieger titles). I was excited when I heard what the combination was, but really disappointed when I saw the dog starring faults all over the place. The owner gave some sad excuse why she was not entered into the show, and how he should have, because she had beaten a female who won the junior title on the Saturday – but I knew better. If one studies the many litters produced by ADRK dogs (about 3 000 registrations p.a., I am told) and the Klubsieger show only about 160 of the over 600 dogs entered were ADRK, then the statistics becomes much clearer. Only the very best ADRK dogs are entered at these shows, and since they have a much larger gene pool than here in SA, together with years of producing some of the best breed and working champions, we understand why their dogs are more superior.
Many other countries are fast catching up with the German dogs, countries like Italy and Yugoslavia are breeding from the very same German bloodlines and I have seen some dogs better than the German dogs. However, one has to understand the politics, and I was disappointed to see some very good foreign dogs take 2nd or 3rd place just because that’s the way it works. Overall, the judging was of superb standard, with some judges, like Anton Spindler who was extremely comfortable in English as well, and loving the centre stage using the opportunity to explain the placements over the mike. This was really great, as it is important, in my personal view for a specialist judge to let all spectators know why he placed dogs in a certain order and talk about the faults and good aspects openly.
The working male class was also quite a revelation. In this class it was literally survival of the fittest. After the judge selected his dogs with the best type, it was a gait for glory. The finally saw the final dogs gait for about 20 min non –stop with Ben vom Langen Grund taking the class and still driving and eager to gait for another 20 min  - a true working dog, and also what many of our dogs lack in SA.
Ben went on to win the Klubsieger title, which was a disappointment to me, because in terms of type there where much better dogs in some other classes, some which were placed 2nd because they were foreign and then because this title typically is awarded to the working or champion class, and Djuke vom Vilstaler Land the winner of the champion class won the title last year, this was they way the cookie crumbled. The Klubsiegerin was Valeria vom Kressbach, a super female, whom I had been following for some time, but I missed her class with all the running around. She is owned by the ADRK judge Werner Walter, who judged in SA before and bred from very hood bloodlines.

One other thing that stood out, was how business orientated most of the exhibitors present had been. Betten going into the rings, they would stand on the side, with one handling the dog, the other attracting the dog for photos for the crowd and a 3rd and sometime more handing out kennel business cards and sometimes full colour A4 printed catalogues with dogs from their kennels. A few very, very impressive dogs were present on the day, and it is for the privilege of seeing these dogs and being part of this celebration the made the trip most worthwhile.

One of the highlights was when Anton Spindler announced and critiqued the final 4 from each of the classes with their placings in building up to the Klubsieger titles. Then the day was ended with announcing the Auslandsieger titles (a courtesy award for dog outside of ADRK) and then finally the crowd rushing to take pictures of the newly awarded titled dogs.
Demonstrations and breed tests

The Thursday was utilised to demonstrate a number of breed assessments and temperament tests. This was started by the German ZTP test (similar to our BST test). A few differences I detected in some more disciplined on and off lead heel work took place. This was followed by a few other countries presenting their tests, including the Belgium breed assessment – very similar to ours, The Dutch assessment test, with was also presented my Frank Beiboer, who recently presented the video of the test out our seminar, and the (not sure if Swedish/Swiss) aptitude test. This is a test that is very similar to the aptitude test that we conduct here in SA, that is currently under review. However, the test was different to ours and have been amended since, and in my opinion now slightly watered down from out current test. The lady demonstrating the test did a fairly poor job, in presenting a dog which I could see had been prepared for the test (test is designed for an untrained dog, looking at the element of surprise, stress and how the dog recovers from the stress). Unfortunately this demonstration was very poorly done, with a few Germans shaking their heads and one asking me what I thought of the test. The rottweiler rescue team also presented some demonstrations on the work they do in serving the public. We also had a fine demonstration by the Austrian army demonstrating their obedience, protection and detection dogs at work.
The ADRK then finished the Korüng demonstration to end this day.

IFR Worldchampionship in Rottweil

This show was held on the next weekend after the draw had taken place the Friday afternoon. This was truly an amazing event to watch and so much more relaxing than the breed show, mainly because only one dog work was working on the field at a time, and no running between rings, rather relaxing on the stadium.
It was an another event of a lifetime, to see Rottweiler after Rottweiler competing in IPO to the best level, where here in SA it is difficult to find even a handful of dedicated people or dogs training this sport. Yes, by dedicated I mean actively engaged in all aspects of the sport, including competing, not the typical “give my dog a bite” scenario.

In fact we were privileged to visit the training grounds of an ADRK club where vom Hause Neubrand and vom Bambertal kennels, amongst others train. This was really amazing, as we saw so many Rottweilers training on a superb field, with full equipment and about 3 helpers on the day. Neil Perkins and I were really impressed by the way the dogs were working, we asked which of them were preparing for the IFR show on the weekend, and the shocking reply came: Oh, none of our dogs qualified. This was amazing, to have dogs work at that level, and they did not make the team to compete at the IFR.
This show was amazing to see Rottweiler, after Rottweiler go through its paces and compete for the title of top IPO world Rottweiler. Dewlene, was so inspired that she said, after this show she just needs a dog to train.

The day went to a Sweden handler and his Rottweiler female – yes a bitch was the top dog of the day for a sport which is mainly denominated by males. Interestingly, this was the only dog and handler team from this country and a well deserved win it was, scoring 100 for tracking, 94 for obedience and 99 for protection, a 1st class excellent total score of 293 out of 300.
Germany was placed 1st in terms of top team scores, followed by Italy. The grand ceremony was also quite an event, with music and anthems and marching from all the various teams representing their countries with flags and dogs and an amazing display. Only the top contenders from each country competed at this level. The ceremony was concluded with awards and trophies – yes a huge keep sake trophy for every handler and dog, whether 1st or disqualified.
Yes, it is all about the complete Rottweiler, and it does seem that the satisfaction handler and dog in a working competition exceeds that of breed show, but we should focus on both and develop all aspects of our dogs.
To go or not to go?

To my friends who have not taken this journey, I can truly say it was of the best places to be. I have taken photos videos, but these are so distorted by bad shots from the rush, push or person’s head or feet in front of the lens at the wrong time. The personal experience is what is most important, the opportunity to join the international rottweiler community to celebrate 100 years, to stand, and see some of the world’s best rottweilers in both conformation and working discipline was an experience of a lifetime. I wish I could say so much more, I wish I could attach 100 pictures in this article, maybe at some stage be able to share some footage with you.
Until we take this journey with friends in the near future again….
Barron Africa
